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VE SUU TAP PEN CUOI THOI NGUYEN
TAI BAO TANG LICH SU QUOC GIA

T&. DHAM QUOC QUAN

TOM TAT
Ngoai gid tri st dung, méi hién vat thudng mang mét hay nhiéu théng diép vin héa, dé chinh la gid tri biéu
tuong cta hién vat. Sau nhiéu ndm tiép cdn, nghién ciu suu tdp den cuéi thdi Nguyén tai Bdo tang Lich st quéc
gia - tr hinh ddng, quy cdch ché tdc, nghé thudt trang tri..., dac biét la gid tri st dung vén gdn véi hién vat,
buéc dau tdc gia bai viét nhdn dinh: nhiing cdy dén cuéi thoi Nguyén la hinh énh cu thé nhdt vé mét va tru thu
nhé, gdn lién véi sinh hogt tén gido - tin nguéng ddn gian cda ddn téc. Truyén théng nay dugc xdc lap it nhdt
tirthdi Déng Son va dugc ké thira qua cdc giai doan lich si. Vi thé ma nhang cdy dén thudc giai doan cudi thoi
Nguyén van béo luu duoc truyén théng va gid nguyén gid tri biéu tuong.
T khéa: suu tap; dén; biéu tugng; va tru.
ABSTRACT
In addition to the value of use, each artefact often carries one or more cultural messages, which is the sym-
bolic value of the object. After years of access, study collection of lights at the end of the Nguyen Dynasty in the
National Museum of History - from the shape, style of production, decorative arts etc., especially the value of
using associated with artefacts, the author reveals that the lamps of late Nguyen dynasty was the most specific
image of a miniature universe, associated with religious and folk belief activities of the nation. This tradition was
established at least from the time of Dong Son and was inherited through historical periods. Therefore, the
lamps of the late Nguyen dynasty preserved the tradition and kept the symbolic value.
Key words: Collection; Lamp; Symbol; Universe.
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lich sr giai doan cudi triéu Nguyén, c6 mot

suu tdp dén kim loai hoanh trang, gay an
tugng doi véi ngudi xem trong mot khong gian
lung linh, huyén &o, véi anh sdng ma to, dugc tao
nén tur chl dich cla ngudi trung bay, dau khong
qua cau ky, ton kém, nhung tu than nhiing cay den
nay da khién ngudi chiém ngudéng c6 cam giac trén
du chua mét lan dugc thap anh sang trén nhiing
dia dén véi y tudng von cé ma ching dugc ngudi
Xua sang tao ra.

Suu tdp gom 7 cdy dén, quéa chua tham thap
gi so V@i cac loai hinh dén Viét Nam néi chung va
thai Nguyén néi riéng dang luu gitt trong kho cla
Bdo tang Lich st quéc gia, ma roi day, & mot trung
bay chuyén biét, du khach sé dugc thudng thiic
day d han. Thé nhung, ngay ca vdi suu tap nay,
ngudi viét cling khong thé miéu thudt dugc hét,

Tai Bdo tang Lich st quéc gia, phan trung bay

ma chi lay ra déi ba cay, vai doi ba hoa tiét trang
tri d€ luan suy vé ngdn ngir biéu tugng cung gia
tri bao luu truyén théng cta ching, ludn ton tai
dong hanh trong doi séng van hoa clia ngudi Viét.

Cay dén tha nhat, dugc cach diéu theo dé tai
tling - clc - trdc - mai. Thé nhung, cay tric 6 day la
ch thé vi né chinh la than dén. Tung, clc, mai la
nhiing canh gan vao than cay tric, nhu [a mét an
du clia “ti quy”. Den cao 1,5m, chan quy thanh
thoat. Than dén dang tric d6t ngan, téara la nhiing
canh tung, clic, mai an hién. Trén nhiing canh ay la
nhitng dia den, tao thanh nhiing quang treo, dugc
dién ta bang loai chim cao quy - chim phugng, khi
thi cach diéu, khi thi ta thuc. Gan Ién dinh cay dén
la mot 16ng dén hinh tron tré thang, tua nhu than
den kéo quan - tugng trung cho trdi - dat. Bam vao
phia ngoai I6ng dén tron nay la 4 con rong déu
nhau, dang chau |én phia trén, dudi dudi la moc clia
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nhing dia dén. Trén dinh la hai I6p dia dén hinh
tron gén véi chim phugng - biéu tuong clia mat trdi,
cla duong tinh.

Cay dén thu hai, cao 1,9m, nhu la mét |4 dé 16n
cach diéu. Bé dén c6 4 chan, trong gidng nhu chan
lu dinh ctia thoi dai nay. Than dén la 9 con rong von
may, nhung an tugng nhat, la hai rong 16n, véi tu
thé “long giang’, uén lugn, tao nén mot la dé, vaoi
phan gilra la hinh mat tr6i ma dau hai con rong
chau vao. Trén mat trdi 1a hinh anh mit hé phi khé
d{ tgn. Bam vao hai rong 16n la ba rong nho doi
xuing, tao nén dé tai “ctru long”. Trén lung hai réng
I6n la nhiing gia cla dia dén, cach diéu thanh
nhiing ang may, két hgp véi nhiéu hoa tiét ang may
khac, tao nén hinh anh long - van quen thudc. Noi
gap nhau cla dudi rong Ién, 6 trén dinh lai la mot
dia dén I6n hinh tron - tugng trung cho mat trang
hodc mat troi.

Cay dén thi ba, c6 chan hinh ban cau 16i, dat 4
cap. Than den la mot vong hao quang hai l6p. Lép
ngoai, cling la dé tai long - van, long chau nhat
nguyét. Lép trong la cd mdt mat troi I1én, tda hao
quang ruc ré. Bén vanh tron clia phia ngoai va trong
dugc gan dia dén cach diéu hinh bong sen hé né.

Cay dén thu tu c6 4 dang chan quy, phia trén
chéan quy co dinh 4 14 dé cach diéu. Than dén tao
hinh cau, giong nhu mét 16ng dén do. Qua cau
dién ta bang 4 khung xuong rat diéu da va thanh
thodt, véi nhitng dudng uén lugn cach diéu thanh
nhiing con chim phugng, chi dugc nhadn ra qua
l6ng dudi mém mai. Trén 4 than xuong cla qua
cau vo hinh dy, dugc gan 8 dia dén. Truc gilra qua
cau c6 than dang cay truc, phia trén la mot bong
sen, trén bong sen la hai dia dén tron. Bay cling la
dinh cla cay den.

Nhitng miéu thuat trén day, thiét tuéng con
qua gian don va vung vé trong khi thuc té lai day
linh thiéng va séng dong dang ton tai quanh
chiing. Ngugdi doc ¢ thé xem trén cac buc anh véi
chat lugng chup con chua that chuyén nghiép,
theo d6, rat mong du khach dén chiém ngdm tai
phong trung bay, méi c6 thé cdm nhan dugc hét
gia tri vat thé va phi vat thé dang an tang trén moi
cay den, dé c6 16i pham binh cho riéng minh ma
bai viét nay chua chic da lam thoa man tat ca
nhitng ai muén quan tam.

Pham Quéc Quan: VE suu t4p dén..

Déu la nhu thé, tac gia van xin mao muoi dua ra
doi ba 1di gidi ma y nghia hoa van trén nhing cay
deén, dac biét la gia tri bao luu truyén thong va gia
tri biéu tugng clia chung trong doi séng van hoa
clia nguai Viét.

Trudc hét, xét vé mat quy mo va cau trig, suu
tap dén nay la duy nhat trong hé thong den Viét
Nam trong suét chiéu dai lich st, mang ca nghia
den va nghia bong, dung vdi y nghia va vai tro la
cay dén. Cay - nghia den la tung, cuc, tric, mai, bo
dé va cay - nghia bong la cay vi try, ma ching ta
nhin thay hinh béng ctia bau trdi, qua dat, mat troi,
trdng va sao dugc cach diéu va hién thuc qua tu duy
clia ngudi xua. Qua dat, bau trgi la hinh tron, mat
trdi, mat nguyét cling la nhitng vong tron c6 hao
quang va sao la nhiing dia dén.

Trong Nho gido, tung, truc, cuc, mai la biéu
tugng cho dang quéan t, nhung & mot trong
nhling cdy dén nay, tung - clc - tric - mai di lién
véi nhau, tao nén tu quy - dudng nhu la moét loai
dé tai kha phd bién trong cac nén nghé thuat
Dong Phuong c6 xua. Day cling la biéu hién dong
nghia véi su thanh cao, 1ong ngay thang, y chi
vuon 1én clia ngudi quan td. Rong va phugng la dé
tai kha phé bién trén nhimng cay dén dang ban,
dugc hiéu la biéu tugng cla vuong quyén, than
quyén, clia vuong hau, chac cling la mot ham y
mang tinh thoi dai, nhung & day - nhiing cay den
nay, rong chau mat nguyét, mat nhat, rong chau
phugng, con la mot cau chuyén khéc, mang y
nghia xa xam han. Cling & trén nhiing cay dén nay,
tlng, cuc, trdc, mai di vai 4 dé, hoa sen, dugc hiéu
nhu la biéu tugng cla Phat va Nho - diéu rat
thudng thay trong nghé thuat Viét Nam, khi ma ba
ton gido Dao - Phat - Nho luén déng hanh trong
tin nguéng, tén giao cla ngudi Viét, ngay ca khi
Phat gido thinh hanh, doc tén & hai triéu dai Ly -
Tran. Nhimng yéu t6 Dao gido dugc dn dang sau va
bén trong nhiing cay dén, qua nhiing sinh hoat
cong dong lién quan t6i cay dén, dam gia tri phi
vat thé, xin dugc trinh bay ky & phan sau.

Nhu vay, dau mdi chi thoang qua, cac I6p ngon
ng( hoa van trén nhimng cay dén cudi thdi Nguyén
da dugc nhan ra va dau dé, ngudi doc cling nhan
thay gid tri hién 16 cla hoa van trang tri trén nhiing
cay den ay, theo do, n6 da khong vugt thoat dugc
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nhimng gi da thdy trén nén tang chung cla nghé
thuat dan téc va nghé thuat thoi dai san sinh ra
ching. Thé nhung, & tang nén sau tham nhat cla
cay den chinh la gia tri bao luu cung gia tri biéu
tugng cla ching - diéu ma bai viét nay muén
huéng téi.

Nhimng cay dén cu6i thoi Nguyén cho ching ta
mat hinh anh cu thé nhat vé mot va tru thu nhé ma
nhing phan tich néu trén da dé cap. Ching da cap
nhat dugc quan niém cda thoi dai: qua dat tron
(hinh cau) ma cay dén s6 1, s0 3 va dac biét la s6 4
da mo ta, con bau trai la khoang khong bao la, duoc
dién ta bang nhimng vi sao (dia dén xung quanh) va
trén dinh la mat trdi, mat trang, dugc biéu hién trén
cay dén s6 1 va s6 4. Ngudi xua chua c6 dl quan
niém nay, nhung ho coi cdy dén nhu la mét vi tru
thi qua ré. 0.Janse, nha khao c6 hoc tai danh ngudi
Thuy Dién, khi tim thdy cay dén Lach Trudng
(Thanh Héa) nédi tiéng, co nién dai cach ngay nay
hon 2000 nam da chi ra rang, cay dén co gia tri vo
cling quan trong trong cac hoat dong té 1é vé ban
dém, khi anh sang déng vai trd co ban. D6 ciing la
v{ tru bao la dugc thu vao cdy den, la su phan énh
clia mat trdi, trang va sao. Anh sang phat ra tir cay
dén nhu anh hao quang va anh hao quang dé
hudng con ngudi ton kinh than thanh, tin vao va su
bat tr. D6 1a kién gidi clia O.Janse vao thai diém niia
thé ky trudc.

Gan day, cac nha khao c6 hoc & Tt Xuyén (Trung
Qudc) da phat hién tai di chi Tam Tinh, 6 nién dai
cach day 3500 nam, tan tich ciia mot cay dén vo
cling Ién. Dong nghiép cla téi la TS. Vi Quéc Hién
da dén tham va cho hay, ho dung lai cay dén dy va
tai hién lai quang canh té |é vé ban dém, chang
khac la bao so véi O.Janse da miéu thuat. Viéc dua
nién dai cda di chi Tam Tinh nhu trén la qua sém,
can phai dugc thao luan thém, nhung theo t6i, cay
dén & Tam Tinh khong thé vuot qua khung nién dai
cla cac nhéom cu dan c6 chung mot quan niém.
Dau d6 khodng trén dudi 2000 nédm cach ngay nay
ma thoi.

Xin tr& lai v8i cay dén cudi thai Nguyén vai
ngdn ngit bi€u tugng la cay vi tru. Trén cay dén
s6 1, ta thay nhiing con rong bam vao l6ng dén
hinh tron chau [én chim phugng. G day, ré rang
phugng khong phai la tugng trung cho vuong

hau, ma no ding trén dia deén, biéu tugng cho mat
trdi, mat trang (réng chau nguyét, chau nhat).
Phugng, theo quan niém cé xua la mét loai chim
chua té, dimg trén mudn loai, thé hién cho su cao
quy, anh minh, quan sat va kiém soat v tru. D6
cling 1a biéu tugng cta duong tinh trong quan
niém am duong cla Dao gido. Quan niém nay co
tu thoi Bong San, cach day han 2000 nam, khi ta
thay hau nhu trén nhiing dia dén quang treo, déu
c6 chim phugng & dinh. Trén cay dén s6 1 nay,
nhimng dia dén quang treo déu la hinh anh chim
phuong cach diéu hodc ta thuc. Rong chau nhat,
chau nguyét trong trudng hgp nay khong con lay
nghia vuong quyén, than quyén, ma dé la su giao
hoa am (réng) va duong (mat troi), cla nudc
(réng) va ltra (mat trai). Rong va chim (phugng) ta
cling thay cap doi ay kha dam dac trén cac dia dén
¢6 mac treo thgi Bong San.

Nhiing cay dén noi chung va cudi thdi Nguyén
ndi riéng, dau cé dat trong cac chtia chién, dao quéan
hay bat cir mét co'sé tin ngudng tam linh nao, déu co
lién quan tGi té 1é. Trong khdng gian m& td ctia chua,
dén, miéu, anh sang phét ra tir cdy dén nhu la vat
dan duang chil6i cho ngudi hanh 1& dén véi thé gidi
bén kia va ngugc lai. D6 cling la su giao hoa am -
duong, cdi séng va cdi chét, ma cay dén la trung gian
dua dan. C4 1é vithé, cdy den/cay nén trong dai song
va tam linh clia ngudi Viét thong qua cac budi té |é
cho 6ng ba, t6 tién, than thanh van khong bao gid bi
mat di, cho du, ngudi thuc hanh chua my ai hiéu y
nghia nguyén thly clia chuing.

Dua trén hinh anh ctia ngudi théi sao, théi khén
trén nhiing cay den thdi Bong Son, O.Janse coi d6
la nhimg nhac c6ng thdi séo, théi khén, nhu mot
doan két tai hién cac 6ng thanh, ba thanh vaéi su
tram luan clia con ngudi cling su suy tu vé su lua
chon con dudng di. Do chinh la y nghia day chat
than bi cla tin ngudng mang dam chat Dao giao,
ma t6i da nodi t6i mot chit & trén.

Va, khong chi cd véy, quan niém vé vii try, vé dm
duong dugc thé hién trén cay dén déu la nhing
thanh t6 ca ban trong rat nhiéu thanh t dé tao nén
"y thitc hé” Pao gido, ma theo tdi, goc nén cla ton
gido nay chinh la tin nguéng dan gian. Vi d6 la tin
ngudng dan gian nén né cé stic séng lau bén va toa
sang trong nhiing thai diém méi khi c6 diéu kién.
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Cay dén 561 - Anh: T4c gid

Giai doan cu6i thai Nguyén la mot vi du va
nhiing cay dén vua gidi thiéu la mét trong nhing
minh chuing.

Toi cho rang, tang nén ctia Dao gido, cla tin
ngudéng dan gian & dan toc ta cé ti thoi Dong Son.
Nhan xét nay khdng phai dén bay gis, ma cach day
hon niia thé ki, 0.Janse da chi ra, khi ma 6ng nhan
thay, Phat gido va cac ton gido khac chua dén hodc
chua sau ré bén gdc véi vuing dat nay va nhing cay
dén dam dac va dong duc nhat trong lich st nhiing
cay dén Viét cing nam trong giai doan dy. Van hoa
va nghé thuat Bong Son dugc nay sinh trén co tang
tu tudng Dao gido mang dam tin nguéng dan gian

Cay dén 6 2 - Anh: T4c gia

nén co stic séng, vugt qua ca nghin nam Bac thudc,
anh hudng dén Ly - Tran - Lé - Nguyén, da dugc
nhiéu dong nghiép chiing minh. Thé nhung, trén
nhimng cay dén cudi thoi Nguyén, toi van thay yéu
t6 Dong Son dugc trd lai dam dac hon ca. Trd lai tu
quan niém da danh, nhung hoa van trang tri, nhu
chim phugng, réng, huau, voi, ngusi cam dén hodc
doi dén, thay nhan nhan trén nhiing cay dén giai
doan nay. Vay thi tai sao lai c6 hién tugng ay?

Phai chang, thai Nguyén, hay chinh xac hon
la cudi thai Nguyén, trong d&i séng dan gian co
su khiing hoang. Phat va Nho da man chiéu, xé
bong trong tang I6p binh dan. Thién chua gido
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Cay dén 66 3 - Anh: T4c gid

chua &n sau vao doi séng cla da s6 cong dong
cu dan. Tin ngudng dan gian tr6i ddy va tin
ngudng ay la tinh than co ban cta Pao gido va
tinh than dy dugc xay nén, dap mong tir van hoa
Doéng Son, hon 2000 nam trudc. Trong diéu kién
chinh tri, xa héi nhu vay, tin ngudng dan gian
dugc thay thé va khoa lap cho y thiic hé Phat -
Nho tam thai bi yéu thé, hdn la mot tat yéu
khéng thé cudng cda lich su. Gid day, trong doi
song tam linh cla ngudi Viét, cho du cay déen
khéng con nhiéu gia tri biéu tugng, hay néi cho
chinh xac hon, khéng mdy ai quan tam t6i nhing
gia tri biéu tugng dy, nhung, ti trong tham sau
clia tiém thic va théi quen, cay den, cdy nén van
dugc st dung nhu la sy giao hoa c6i am vdi coi
duong, trén cac ban thg té tién trong cac budi té
lé. Dac biét, trong dém giao thia, mam co,
huong, nén, dén dugc dua ra ngoai trdi cing bai,
phai chdng van la mot quan niém xa xua cla cay
vl try, trong cac budi hanh |1é véi su giao cdm cla
con ngudi vai than linh, trong su giao hoa gitta
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Cay dén s6 4 - Anh: T4c gid

trgi va dat. Hinh anh cay dén, cay va try, ngay nay
con dong lai r6 rang nhat la cdy dén kéo quan.
Theo t6i, d6 la cad mot vi tru thu nho.

Qua nhiing cay den, téi da di qua xa vdi gia tri
thuc tién va nghiéng nhiéu vé gia tri truyén théng
va biéu tugng cla ching. D6 la mot thuc té, khi
ma nghién ctu hé théng dén trong lich st Viét
Nam, déu thay gia tri thuc dung, gia tri truyén
théng va biéu tugng luén déng hanh, ciing giéng
nhu su déng hanh cua tin nguéng va toén gido
trong cong dong cta ngudi Viét. Chi cé diéu, gia
tri thuc dung bao gi& cing hién 16 va dé nhan ra,
con gid tri truyén théng va biéu tugng ludn an
tang, can dugc lam sang ro. Va, trén con dudng
gidi ma day kho khan va triru tugng nay, han
khong tranh dugc nhiing suy luan chld quan,
phién dién, mong nhan dugc sy phan hoi ctia ban
doc xa gan dé dé tai dai hai vé nhiing cay dén Viét
c6 thém su hoan thién./.
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